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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2007-841
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees
Date of Introduction: August 14, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, PHS
Date of Analysis: August 17, 2007
Type of Action: Expression of support for state law revisions
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s support for proposed state legislation (HB 27 and its Senate companion bill) to amend the Florida Statutes chapters relating to police and firefighter pensions.  The proposed law expands the definition of “firefighter” to include certified supervisory and command personnel who supervise, train and manage firefighting personnel.  The law would permit the terms of office of trustees on police and fire pension boards to be extended from 2 to 4 years, and authorizes the withholding of premiums for accident, health and long-term care insurance from the retirement payments to plan participants and their spouses.  The law would permit pension fund boards to designate additional individuals, beyond the board chair and secretary, who are authorized to make disbursements from a pension fund.  The law would provide a 4-year transition period for insurance premium payments to the appropriate firefighter pension fund when the territory of a county special fire control district is annexed into a municipality, and would permit a consolidated city/county government to collect insurance premium taxes for the benefit of a police officer retirement fund when the consolidated government enters into an interlocal agreement to provide police protection to a municipality within its boundaries.
Background Information:  The expression of support for the state legislation is requested by the Board of Trustees of Jacksonville’s Police and Fire Pension plan.  The provisions regarding collection of the insurance premium tax for police pensions by a consolidated government providing law enforcement services to a municipality within its borders would apply to Jacksonville providing law enforcement services to the Town of Baldwin since the town disbanded its police force a year ago.
Policy Impact Area: Police and fire pension administration
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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